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As the acts of the Apostles continue to display the Holy Spirit’s movement in spreading the Gospel, we continue to see salvation imparted on Jews as well as Gentiles. God is intentionally highlighting Acts 1:8 as He has empowered the Apostles and their disciples to witness throughout Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and all the earth. God is also strategic in revealing Himself to those in whom He uses to spread the Gospel as well as those in whom he draws to himself for salvation. The visions shown to Cornelius and Peter allowed them to see God during their time in prayer, which prompted a meeting of the two unlikely believers. Peter the Jew would never fellowship with Cornelius the Gentile in traditional custom; but God’s plan to spread the Gospel would eclipse humanities customs and traditions that cause separation and limitation of understanding. As both Peter and Cornelous are obedient in their dedication to God’s voice in visions, they would adhere to the Holy Spirit and not their customs. In this study, we will see the Word of God and the Holy Spirit converge in one place simultaneously as God has planned. In this instance, He will impart salvation to Gentile believers of Yahweh and unite them with Jewish follows of Christ.


Peter Preaches to Cornelius’ Family (Acts 10:34-43 NKJV)

34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him. 36 The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all— 37 that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 

	Luke mentions “opened his mouth” implying that Peter did not come to the house of Cornelius with a script. Peter heard Cornelius’ request and remembered the two visions. Peter addresses their differences according to Jewish Law but highlights the qualifications of being chosen by God. There is no partiality in God, He chooses whom He may from any nationality, or social construct. It is evident that the Holy Spirit is at work in the room and conjoining unlikely gatherers for His glory. Acceptance by God is determined by one’s fear (reverence) and works of righteousness (keeping God’s commands) of God. Those qualifications have no boundaries by man’s cultural standards because Jesus is Lord of all. This means the message given to Israel that Christ brings peace for all was imperative to be spread abroad. Cornelius and his family believed in Yahweh and were informed of Jewish religious practices, so they were aware of Jesus’ teaching. The baptism of John to Jesus and God using this public event to anoint Jesus with the Holy Spirit (Luke 3:22) gave Jesus power to heal and deliver those who were held captive by the devil. As Peter preached to the Gentiles, he reiterated that the presence of God was with Jesus. This is a single portrayal of the Oneness of God and the power of God’s presence in the room in which Peter preached.

Q1: What does Peter mean when he says” whoever fears Him (God) and works righteousness…”?
A: 

Q2: In what ways do we display partiality or create exclusive groups within our community today?
A: Open


[bookmark: _Hlk213264582][bookmark: _Hlk213354092][bookmark: _Hlk213354376]39 And we are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a tree. 40 Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 42 And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. 43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”

[bookmark: _Hlk213354501]	Peter continues his discourse of the Gospel by disclosing his personal witness to the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Peter experienced this miracle and had firsthand knowledge of the accounts. He later experienced the Power of God through the Holy Spirit in the upper room. Instead of describing Christ as hanging on a cross, he uses his firsthand knowledge of Christ hanging on a tree. The Greek text here seems to allude to Deut 21:22–23, which says that anyone who is executed by hanging on a tree is cursed by God. The implication is that, by taking on God’s curse on the cross, Jesus satisfied the penalty of the law on behalf of all who will put their faith in Him.[footnoteRef:1] Interesting choice of words for a Jew who has defied Jewish laws to completing the assignment of preaching to Gentiles. The resurrection of Jesus Christ would defy death and allow only a select few to see him in His glorified state. (Mark 16:12). Peter expresses to Cornelius that Jesus was still a person in this Glorified state. During post resurrection 40 days, He shared meals with His disciples which would give Him human characteristics. This day, Peter fulfilled the command of Jesus to preach that God had chosen Jesus, and all Jews and Gentiles would give an account of judgement to Him alone. (1 Pet 4:5) Lastly, Peter’s discourse references the Old Testament prophets’ writing to point to the Gospel as well. This insertion would be critical to Cornelius and his family because they were familiar with the scrolls and the message of Yahweh. Understand that this Christ is the Messiah they were looking for allowed Cornelius to understand the gravity of Peter’s presence. The promise in the sermon was Peter’s statement, “…whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.” This inclusive statement would welcome Gentiles to the family of Christians if they just believed. [1:  Barry, John D., Douglas Mangum, Derek R. Brown, Michael S. Heiser, Miles Custis, Elliot Ritzema, Matthew M. Whitehead, Michael R. Grigoni, and David Bomar. 2012, 2016. Faithlife Study Bible. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
] 



Q3: What is the significance of Peter having walked with Jesus and now preaching the Gospel?
A: 

Q4: In your words, what is significant about Peter mentioning Jesus’ post resurrection appearance to “witnesses chosen before by God”. 
A: Open

Q5: What was the promise of Peter’s sermon that would invite the Gentiles to believe?
A: 


The Impartiality of the Spirit (Acts 10:44-48 NKJV)

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. 45 And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. Then Peter answered, 47 “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days.

The Holy Spirit’s dramatic induction of Cornelius’ Gentile household into the Christian community echoes Pentecost and emphasizes that non-Jews are full citizens of the kingdom of God by faith.[footnoteRef:2] During Peter’s discourse, the Holy Spirit came into the room and fell on the Gentiles and the Jews. These were instantly born again and were gifted with the evidence of speaking in tongues. We should note that these tongues did not require interpretation because they were speaking to an audience of One as 1 Corinthians 14:2 speaks of (“For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.”) This tongue was worshipful and gave praise unto God. The Jews from Joppa that accompanied Peter were in awe because they did not know Gentiles could receive the Holy Spirit. They witnessed the grace of God extended to non-Jews in the same manner the Apostles believed and received in the upper room at Pentecost. The baptism of these believers before representatives of the Jewish Christian community signifies not only their identification with Christ but their full incorporation into the Church without being required to adopt the regulations of Judaism.[footnoteRef:3] This is why Peter had to come to deliver the Gospel and welcome them into the Christian family of believers. Just as Jesus did in John 4:2, Peter delegated the rite to baptize to the Jewish witnessing followers from Joppa that accompanied him. Now Peter had no issue having fellowship with Gentile Christian as they asked that he stay with them a few days. [2:  Barry, John D., Douglas Mangum, Derek R. Brown, Michael S. Heiser, Miles Custis, Elliot Ritzema, Matthew M. Whitehead, Michael R. Grigoni, and David Bomar. 2012, 2016. Faithlife Study Bible. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
]  [3:  Barry, John D., Douglas Mangum, Derek R. Brown, Michael S. Heiser, Miles Custis, Elliot Ritzema, Matthew M. Whitehead, Michael R. Grigoni, and David Bomar. 2012, 2016. Faithlife Study Bible] 


Q6: How does the actions of the Holy Spirit parallel the events of Pentecost in Acts 2?
A: 

Q7: Why didn’t the tongues in this setting not need an interpretation?
A: 

Q8: Why were the Jews from Joppa amazed to see the Holy Spirit fall on the Gentiles?
A: 

Q9: What have you learned from this lesson?
A: Open
